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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Language is learned through the five senses- ears, eyes, tongue, 
nose, and skin. Paying attention to what their senses tell them, 
children are able to express the emotions and thoughts of their 
heart. When emotions and words come together into the child’s 
heart, language will always stay with him/her. However, the 
biggest challenge of a school is the inability to make English 
the language of the heart. Schools should be able to touch a 
student’s heart. They need to give exposure and practice to 
students to help them learn and develop language.

i

With this aim, Athena Education follows a curriculum which focuses on effective 
language learning. Our children are able to listen, speak, read, and write proficiently 
in English. As language learning enhances students’ performance, the fifth issue of 
volume 01 focuses on ‘Language Learning and Development in the Digital Age’. I 
would like to thank the authors for their contributions. I also thank the editors and peer 
reviewers for their support.

VNP Raj
Chairman
Athena Education, UAE
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DIRECTOR OF SCHOOLS’ MESSAGE

Language Development in the Digital Age

Whether learning takes place on a digital platform or in a 
classroom, the principles of language development remain the 
same;

• children learn what they hear, see, and do the most
• creating opportunities for children to pursue their interests 

support, strengthen, and enable to develop language
• when children can react, interact, and respond, rather than passive context 

language is developed, and promoted
• children learn language in meaningful contexts
• variety, and fun with the structure of words and sentences such as singing, poetry, 

and creating different rhythms support new learning.
• vocabulary, and grammatical structures cannot be learned in isolation and need 

to be learned together.
 
I am delighted to welcome you to this month’s issue of Athena International Journal 
of Education in which our writers explore how best language can be developed in the 
digital age. My thanks to each of them for their thought-provoking insights into practice 
within schools. In addition, I extend my gratitude to Dr. Velma, and all involved in the 
production of the journal.

Ian McNiff

Director of Schools, Athena Education, UAE
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The theme of the fifth issue of volume 01 of the Athena International Journal of Education 
(AIJE) is ‘Language Learning and Development in the Digital Age.’ The issue includes 
the papers of Ms. Chandni Hussain, Dr. Supriya Daniel, Ms. Anitha Dorairaj, and Ms. 
Ramona Mason. It is with great pleasure that I invite you to read their valuable articles 
on English language learning and development in the educational sector.

Ms. Chandni Hussain is the Head of Key Stage 2 at Oaktree Primary School, Athena 
Education, Dubai, UAE. Her research paper ‘English Language Learning and 
Development’ focuses on language development in the early childhood education using 
digital platforms. It attempts to understand how digital stories support ESL learners to 
learn language. Dr. Supriya Daniel is an Assistant Professor at SRM University, AP, 
India. Her research article aims to look at both technological device and applications 
that have been found to be substantially effective to increase the language proficiency 
of learners. Ms. Anitha Dorairaj is Principal of Bodhi School, Kerala, India. Her 
academic paper examines the learning and development of language skills of select 
students in the middle school section of select schools in India via digital medium. 
It examines how the development of language skills can support students to improve 
their academic performance. Ms. Ramona Mason is a teacher of English (Primary), 
Key Stage 2 Leader, and Activity Coordinator at Grammar School, Athena Education, 
Dubai, UAE. Her research article examines how innovative language tools make every 
student a storyteller, a reader, as well as a writer.

Each article has been reviewed thrice and feedback has been provided encouraging the 
authors to revise their articles to meet the standards of the research journal. I extend 
my sincere gratitude to Mr. Ian McNiff (Director of Schools, Athena Education, UAE), 
Dr. Kavitha N. (Assistant Professor & Research Guide of PG & Research Department 
of English at All Saints’ College in Trivandrum, Kerala, India, member of PG Board 
of Studies, Department of Linguistics, University of Kerala, India), Mrs. Nancy 
Paul (Poet; Research Scholar in Kalinga University, India; Former Lecturer, Dept. 
of English, All Saints’ College, India; & Former HOD of English, East Point Indian 
International School, UAE), and Ms. Parrvathee R (Online teacher of English and an 
English Camp Counselor, Berlitz, Europe) for their support towards improving the 
quality of the journal output. We hope that you find the articles in this issue useful. We 
welcome your feedback as authors, readers, and reviewers of the journal. AIJE will 
continue to publish articles on contemporary educational methods and practices for the 
benefit of children.

Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Velma Mohan

EDITOR’S NOTE
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Dr. Supriya Daniel is an Assistant Professor in SRM University, AP. After her 
post- graduation in the Kerala University, she completed her PhD from IIT Bombay 
in 2020. She has published articles and has presented papers in conferences 
both in national and international levels as part of her PhD programme, which 
includes Annual Conference of African Literature Association in Bayreuth and 
Yale University.

Anitha Dorairaj is the Co-Founder and Principal of Bodhi School in Trivandrum, 
Kerala. She completed her Bachelor of Technology degree in Civil Engineering 
and also acquired a Master’s degree in Counselling Psychology. She has 
experience in the IT industry before shifting gears into the education industry. 
She follows her passion to educate young children in a fun filled learning process 
that merges technology and life skills beyond textbooks in the classroom. 

Ramona Mason joined Grammar School in January 2019. She is a teacher 
of English for Year 4. She is the Key Stage 2 Leader as well as the Activities 
Coordinator at Grammar School. She has 12 years of experience in the field 
of education. She has a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Education from 
Bangalore University, India. She has a passion to work with children. She is 
always looking for innovative ways to improve herself in the field of education. 

Chandni Ayesha Hussain is the Head of Key Stage 2 & Head of English 
at Oaktree Primary School. She has a Bachelors degree in Psychology and 
Philosophy and a PGCE in Leadership and Learning. She has been teaching for 
the past 5 years and has training in peer counselling and pastoral care. She has 
written various research articles in her educational and professional career on 
topics related to the learning and development of primary students.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Chandni Hussain

Head of Key Stage 2, Oaktree Primary School, Athena Education, Dubai, UAE, 
c.hussain@oaktreeprimary.com

Abstract: With the move towards a digitalization at a high speed, educators across 
the world have begun to shift teaching and learning to digital platforms including 
early childhood education. Technological advancements and digital tools available to 
both parents and educators have facilitated their role in developing the language of 
children. However, the question arises: Are digital tools facilitating learning or are they 
increasing the amount of information in a way which impedes learning? Accordingly, 
this study focuses on language development in the early childhood education using 
digital platforms. Teachers and parents of very young children were interviewed, and 
the data collected was used to understand how digital stories support ESL learners to 
learn language.

Keywords: digital age, ESL learners, language development, linguistic environment, 
technology

Speech, language, and communication 
are critical areas of development 
for children. They play a vital role 
throughout our lives, helping us to 
understand what is going on around 
us, communicate our basic needs and 
feelings, hold conversations, think 
and learn, develop relationships, 
solve problems, and more. They 
also support many other aspects of 
development, including cognitive, 
social, and literacy development. 
(Sword, 2021, para. 1)

Language development is fundamental 
to a child’s development. With daily 
exposure to the native language, toddlers 
learn to speak their native language with 
ease through child-adult communication 
(Noriay et al., 2009; Tomasello, 2003). 
However, the linguistic environment 
for children to learn and practice a new 
language at schools is limited. ESL 
students are deprived of opportunities to 

express themselves. Educators argue that 
less instructional hours, large classes, and 
different levels of learners are factors that 
affect the language learning process in the 
traditional classrooms.

With the move towards a digitalization 
at a high speed, educators across the 
world have begun to shift teaching and 
learning to digital platforms including 
early childhood education. Technological 
advancements and digital tools available 
to both parents and educators have 
facilitated their role in developing 
the language of children. However, 
the question arises: Are digital tools 
facilitating learning or are they increasing 
the amount of information in a way which 
impedes learning? Accordingly, this study 
focuses on language development in the 
early childhood education using digital 
platforms. Teachers and parents of very 
young children were interviewed, and 
the data collected was used to understand 
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how digital stories support ESL learners 
to learn language.

“[T]echnology has dramatically 
transformed language … in the twenty-first 
century” (Darvin, 2016, p. 524). He offers 
such instances as digital storytelling and 
online games to explain how technology 
contributes to language development. 
Westlund et al. (2016) also suggest that 
robots support teachers in developing the 
language of children. As a result, when 
learning is attached to technology, even 
students with short attention span begin 
to show interest in the language learning 
process.

Educators from of one of the early years 
education schools in the UAE were 
interviewed to understand how modern 
digital tools affect English language 
development in their classrooms. 70% of 
the teachers and 78% of the parents gave 
positive feedback on the use of technology 
for language development.

Educators interviewed found digital 
stories beneficial in the process of 
developing the language of their students. 
One of the teachers explained, “Children 
are more engaged when using an 
interactive storytelling app as compared 
to the same story being read to them 
from a physical book.” Another educator 

shared the same view: “My students enjoy 
watching digital stories. They are able 
to narrate the story they have watched.” 
Parents interviewed also prefer digital 
reading tools to physical books. One of 
the parents opined, “I prefer digital book 
for my daughter. She is free to login in and 
read a book at a time convenient for her. 
Even I can track her reading progress.” 
Another parent preferred digital books to 
the physical books as the responsibility 
of taking good care of the library books 
and returning them back on time was not 
required. Accordingly, technology allows 
space for ESL learners to learn language 
other than the physical books and outside 
their classrooms.

Educators as well as parents are aware of 
the positive effect digital learning tools. 
Technology not only engages students but 
also motivates them to learn and develop 
their language. Nevertheless, though 
technology facilitates the language 
development of children, educators 
need to be mindful while selecting age-
appropriate and level-appropriate digital 
stories for their students. Furthermore, 
they also need to ensure that the 
technology used need to provide their 
students with opportunities to practice the 
language learned as well as promote their 
critical thinking.
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EXPERIMENTS WITH DIGITAL LANGUAGE LEARNING

Dr. Supriya Daniel, PhD

Assistant Professor, SRM University, AP, India, supriya.d@srmap.edu.in

Abstract: Technology and its impact on learning has been tremendous in the past few 
years. With its fast-gaining popularity and influence, it is inevitable that educators 
investigate the proficient modalities through which technology can be appropriated for 
effective learning. This article specifically looks at research that has been concluded 
with findings on digital learning of English language that could enhance the language 
teaching classes. The aim of this article to look at both technological device and 
applications that have been found to be substantially effective to increase the language 
proficiency of learners, so that this research and findings can be implemented in classes.

Keywords: digital language learning, iPads, multiplayer online games, video games

Introduction

Digital learning has become a ubiquitous 
catchphrase even more so as the 
world stumbles to discover means to 
approximate online learning to physical 
classes. As we experience a trial to 
come back to physical classrooms, the 
positive outcome of digital learning 
during and before the pandemic would 
prevail and it has certainly provided a 
space to experiment further. This article 
scans the different experiments that 
were conducted to optimize the use of 
technology in learning English language. 
It details two such experiments in order to 
aid application in classroom scenario and 
provide an impetus for the educators to 
mull over how students can be prompted 
to learn English language with ease.

The aim of the article is to scourge for 
the techniques of digital learning that 
have been suggested by the researchers 
dedicated to digital learning in order to 
be implemented in a classroom situation. 

These techniques, then, can be further 
altered according to the specific needs of 
the students in the class. This modality 
emerges in a quest to answer the question 
as to what the techniques are available 
and what should be the method of 
implementation. This also emerges from 
the need to “bring language technology 
to the desired level of pervasive” 
(Ananiadu et al, n.d). There has been a 
definite rise in technology in the area of 
learning especially with the pandemic; 
nevertheless, there are still areas that 
are unexplored and can be brought into 
effective use.

Digital tools for learning

Victoria Hankey et al define 21st 
classroom as a space that “denotes 
rigor, criticality, innovation, integration 
of digital tools into all facets of the 
curriculum and preparation for informal 
civic participation” (97). As one would 
notice, “digital tools” seem to play a very 
crucial role in this assumption of the new 
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age classroom. Considering this to be 
true, as educators one has to then survey 
the different implications of this digital 
influence. One of the methodologies could 
be to make changes in the curriculum 
to accommodate digital learning. 
Developing such a “curricula that centre 
on digital literacies creates space for 
educators to differentiate learning with 
multiple access points, engages students’ 
thinking across modalities, encourages 
collaboration, and positions students as 
producers of academic content.” (Hankey, 
2017). This reflects that the digital learning 
process starts from the approach that the 
educator can themselves formulate. This 
particular school of thought would then 
put stress on the training level of the 
teachers and their competency in tackling 
the learning process. There is an overall 
systemic change in which the classroom 
operates. Thus, the change in curricula, 
which consciously weaves the import of 
digital learning, is equipped to design a 
21st classroom.

The other methodology is to produce 
material from the changing scenario of 
technology that the students are already 
exposed to. This article would like 
to stress two sets of experiments that 
perhaps can be adapted to the present 
classroom situation. One is the research 
conducted to understand how much iPads 
help learning language. This is a stress 
on how a technological device can aid 
in English language learning. Under this 
category, this article sites three research 
papers by Melissa Allen et al, Tsoghik 
Grigoryan, and Haifa Albadry. The 
other is an emphasis on how existing 
apps or software could help in seamless 
learning of English Language. Under this 
category, this article cites the research 
conducted to find means to modify video 
games to learn language. Here the use of 

iPads and video games are significant in 
that these technologies have very much 
been integrated into the lives of students 
at various levels. Their exposure, are 
arguably, an immense attraction to these 
devices can enact as positive enforcers in 
the process of language learning.

The first study, this article sites, though 
conducted specifically for autistic 
children have special implications for all 
children who are in the initial levels of 
verbal learning of language. The findings 
of Melissa Allen at al on the effect of 
iPad on learning in autistic children 
is published in “Do iPads Promote 
Symbolic Understanding and Word 
Learning in Children with Autism.” The 
basic premise is to analyse the extend to 
which iPad have a greater influence in 
the learning of words when compared to 
textbooks. They examined this hypothesis 
with sixteen minimally verbal children 
with autism by teaching “a new word in 
four within-subjects conditions, which 
varied by media (iPad vs. book) and 
content (single vs. multiple exemplar 
presentation). Children were then tested 
on the ability to symbolically relate the 
word to a 3-D referent (real-life depicted 
object) and generalize it to a differently 
colored category member (another 
similarly shaped object),” (Allen, 2015). 
What they found was that though the 
extent of symbolic understanding did not 
differ between the two media, and levels 
of generalization did not differ across 
conditions, “the presentation of multiple 
exemplars increased the rate that children 
with ASD extended labels from pictures 
to depicted objects” (Allen, 2015). This 
is a significant step in analysing the 
educational resource that one would 
incorporate in teaching children.

There are other studies conducted to gauge 
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the efficacy of iPads in language learning 
at various levels. Tsoghik Grigoryan’s 
“Investigating the effectiveness of 
iPad Based Language Learning in the 
UAE Context” concludes that level one 
language learners reflect tremendous 
progress in learning English when using 
iPads as compared to using textbooks. 
A similar experiment was conducted by 
Haifa Albadry on a batch of University 
students in EFL (English as a Foreign 
Language) class to come to the conclusion 
that iPads are in fact helpful in learning 
and interacting in English language. 
What these two studies again prompt is 
the way in which the already ease that 
exists with a technological device can 
be appropriated and channelized into 
an educational device. This is not to say 
that the device alone should be primarily 
used for language learning. However, its 
potentialities have to be explored further 
since it does show a promise of better 
results of the learning process as far as 
English language is concerned.

The other research, this article wants 
to point out, is that of the use of video 
games for learning English Language. In 
“You’re Not Studying, You’re Just,” Ravi 
Purushotma examines the video game 
called The Sims and as extension explains 
how other applications like music videos, 
typing tutors, voice-navigated games and 
even the time “wasted” at web browsing 
can be utilized in learning language. The 
Sims is a game designed to simulate 
normal everyday life. Players are assigned 
virtual families and they are to conduct 
the daily routine, guiding them through 
tasks such as managing personal hygiene, 
cooking food, finding jobs, entertaining 
guests, and so forth. Players are also 
assigned professions and they manage 
the family finances, at different points 
deciding how to purchase household 

goods depending on the emotional status 
of the rest of the characters. Thus, during 
these tasks, the players are supposed to 
respond to certain verbal cues that are 
very similar to the grammar exercises in 
the textbook. The advantage of the game 
is that the student is already engaged in 
the game and overlooks the tediousness 
of grammar class and in the true sense of 
learning through playing imbibes required 
vocabulary and grammar.

Purushotma also points out to the uses 
of the widely popular multiplayer online 
games. Here the players have a virtual 
identity and interact with other players 
around the world in real time. This needs 
to be harvested more pointedly towards 
the language learning programmes since 
there definitely is a potential for these 
games to be used so and moreover, 
they are great way to allure, especially 
teenagers, into learning since they are 
already well acquainted with the games 
and use them profusely for recreational 
purposes. These means will provide a 
sense of pleasurable learning that comes 
with the notion that one is playing a 
game which, nevertheless, is a learning 
procedure.

Conclusion

As the reports pointed out by Vulchanova 
M et al (2017), technological devices 
have seeped into the lives of children 
even as toddlers. It is high time that we 
as educators use their attention that the 
devices and applications have garnered 
to optimise for their development of 
language skills. The modern technology 
that provides multi-sensory interaction 
in the form of visual and auditory stimuli 
can very well be effective in providing the 
right input in the procedure of language 
learning. It is not just the devices, as we 
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have seen in this article, there are already 
existing apps that can be channelised 
into personal language learning labs. 
Along with online games, as Gayathri 
Padmavathi analyses, various other online 
platforms like blogs and social networking 
sites can provide an impetus to learning 

language. This article has touched only 
the tip of the iceberg on the potential of 
the digital medium in language learning. 
What it does by this exercise is to provide 
the on-going research that can in turn 
substantially alter the grammar classes in 
our schools and colleges.
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT OF MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS IN INDIA IN THE DIGITAL ERA 

Anitha Dorairaj

Principal, Bodhi School, Trivandrum, Kerala. anitha.dorairaj@gmail.com

Abstract: Research has shown that language development in children has improved in 
the digital era, especially during the pandemic. YouTube videos, Google searches, and 
movies are the main source of entertainment as well as information for children while 
they stayed indoors. The exposure of students to the virtual world, where information 
is abundant, has accelerated their linguistic growth. This study examines the learning 
and development of language skills of select students in the middle school section 
of select schools in India via digital medium. It examines how the development of 
language skills can support students to improve their academic performance.

Keywords: linguistic skills, mathematical vocabulary, middle school

Watching TV shows in English that are 
child centric, help children to learn and 
develop their language. Exposure to 
the native English accent help them to 
improve their verbal linguistic skills. 
Though TV media has helped to develop 
the language skills of even the average 
child, educators were concerned because 
it had adverse effects on children causing 
behavioral issues due to prolonged screen 
time (Himmelweit et al., 1960).  

In addition to TV, internet has also 
contributed to the development of the 
language of children. The pages on the 
web cover the varied styles of English 
including sports news, business reports, 
and book reviews to name a few enable 
English language learners to improve 
their language skills. Moreover, being 
a classroom without walls, the internet 
provides opportunities for English 
language learners to interact with 
native speakers thereby enriching their 
vocabulary, increasing their knowledge 
of using words in sentences as per the 

context, as well as improving their 
writing skills. For instance, the use of 
online dictionary or the dictionary app in 
cell phones are used to find the meaning 
of words, along with their synonyms, 
antonyms, as well as pronunciation. 
While the use of synonyms helps students 
to improve their writing skills, the correct 
pronunciation of words has helped them 
to be comprehensible. However, there is 
evidence of studies on the varying effects 
of media on individuals. 

Recent studies show both positive as 
well as negative impact of the prolonged 
use of the internet on children. Positive 
effect of the digital media on children 
has been observed when there was adult 
intervention. The human interaction 
combined with screen time enhanced their 
language skills significantly. Accordingly, 
children need adult guidance from parents 
and teachers to steer them in the right 
direction on what websites, applications, 
and level of reading are available on the 
internet.  
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According to the theorist Noam Chomsky 
(1965), language is innate. All human 
beings are born with the capacity 
for language making them unique. 
However, various theorists question 
Chomsky’s language acquisition theory 
which claims that children instinctively 
know how to combine a noun and a 
verb into a meaningful phrase. The 
theory also ignores the importance of 
social interaction in the development of 
language learning. Sociality plays a vital 
role in communication and language 
learning. Studies have observed how 
toddlers who spend more time listening 
to and talking to their mothers are better 
language learners. For instance, when the 
mother shows a spoon to her child and 
utters the word ‘spoon’, the child looks 
at the object, examines its shape, size, 
and colour and then grabs it and scoops 
food into her/his mouth. The acquisition 
of language and its application in this 
natural environment where the words are 
linked to the object and used in a real-
life context is missing in the traditional 
classroom setting where children recite 
words or phrases, memorizes them, 
and use them for examination purpose. 
This kind of learning has not produced 
successful outcomes as they are not 
given opportunities to communicate the 
language learned with the native speakers. 
As such, students need to be provided 
with opportunities for the application of 
the knowledge acquired in varied real-
life contexts. When students observe 
the connection between knowledge 
acquisition and its application, they 
would be motivated to learn and develop 
their linguistic skills.
  
Language is essential for all aspects of 
learning. Students use language to write 
essays, narrate stories, present global 
issues in conferences, as well as solve 

mathematical problems. Often teachers 
focus on developing such math skills 
as ability to count, perform operations, 
understand fractions, and use of algebra. 
In addition to these domain specific 
skills, teachers need to develop the 
domain general skill- language fluency. 
Teaching and learning the language of 
mathematics supports students to perform 
better in math. On this account, this paper 
investigates the learning and development 
of language skills of select students in the 
middle school section of select schools 
in India via digital medium. It examines 
how the development of language skills 
can support students to improve their 
academic performance.  

In India, English is taught as a second 
language (L2) even in English medium 
schools. All subjects excluding such 
Indian languages as Hindi, Malayalam, 
and Sanskrit are taught through English. 
Programmes in English aired in the TV, 
radio and even social media channels 
have helped students to develop their 
spoken skills in English. Moreover, 
they have theoretical knowledge of the 
basics of grammar like parts of speech, 
reported speech, idioms, and voice. 
However, students are not capable of 
speaking English in the proper accent, 
their extended writings do not include 
complex words and sentences, and they 
find difficulty in solving word problems 
effectively. The lack of opportunities for 
students to apply the acquired language 
skills in real life contexts hinder the 
development of language. Identification 
of the causes responsible for language 
learning and development barriers as well 
as implementation of strategies to provide 
opportunities to students using the digital 
media could help develop the language of 
students in the middle section.  



AIJE                                       Vol. 01, Issue No. 05, Sep. 2021

10

Pronunciation is considered as the most 
important and difficult skills in English 
language learning. It is important to 
pronounce the words correctly so that the 
global listeners can understand what the 
speaker is trying to say. And it is difficult 
to pronounce the words in the proper 
accent because of the mother tongue 
interference. According to Hamzah et al. 
(2019), “Indian speakers of English … 
prefer to use the type of English that is 
closer to their mother tongue” (2). Long 
contact with Indian languages has resulted 
in the Indianized pronunciation of English 
though the medium of instruction in most 
of the subjects is English.  

One of the effective ways to teach the 
correct pronunciation of English words to 
the ESL students of the middle section is 
to use the Merriam - Webster application 
on the phone or use their website. The 
application has an audio file for every 
word. It also has such fun games as ‘True or 
False’ which supports students to expand 
their vocabulary and to test the meaning 
or synonym of a word. This helps them to 
understand the meaning and usage of the 
word. The app also announces the word 
of the day so an English language learner 
can enrich their vocabulary. ‘Name that 
Thing’ is another game in the Merriam – 
Webster app where images are shown, and 
the student is encouraged to identify the 
most accurate word that suits the picture. 
This helps the ESL student to identify 
the differences between similar words 
that might be confusing or mistaken for 
another word. One of the ESL students of 
the middle section agrees that the Merriam 
– Webster app has helped her enhance her 
speaking skills: “I am confident to express 
my thoughts.”  

Though learning to write has been taught 
to students as early as in the elementary/

primary section, ESL students at the 
middle school find it challenging. Richard 
and Schmidt (2011) observe writing to be 
a complex process involving drafting, 
revising, and final draft. Select teachers of 
English explain that ESL students of the 
middle section have difficulties in writing. 
One of the teachers of English interviewed 
explained: “On an average, 45% of the 
time of an ESL student is spent listening 
to the teacher talk in class, 30% is spent 
speaking, 15% is spent on reading, and 
only 10% is spent for extending writing.” 
Another teacher of English points out that 
while a grade 7 student is expected to 
produce coherent writing using enriched 
vocabulary, linking phrases, variety of 
complex sentence structures, as well as 
correct spellings and punctuations, the 
writing mostly reflects the standards of a 
lower grade.  

Such ESL websites as Word Hippo, Cube 
Creator, and readwritethink are some of 
the effective ways to improve the writing 
skills of the ESL students of the middle 
section. These writing websites support 
students to enrich their vocabulary, 
to prepare drafts, as well as to write 
and publish stories, poems and essays.  
Though the students initially blindly copy 
sentences from the sources available in the 
internet, eventually with the help of their 
teachers they understand the complexity 
of the sentences and alter their mode of 
creating their own story using sentences 
using enriched vocabulary, linking 
phrases, variety of complex sentence 
structures, as well as correct spellings and 
punctuations. One of the ESL students 
find the writing websites quite helpful: “I 
am now able to write stories using long 
sentences and better vocabulary”. These 
small but important developments lead to 
a confident student. 
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There is a strong connection between 
language and math. If a student has strong 
numeral skills but is unable to interpret 
the word problem due to language 
difficulty, he/she will not be able to solve 
the problem correctly. For example, the 
use of phrases like 2 less than, 3 greater 
than, or how much farther might not be 
understood by all students. This will lead 
to wrong answers. Kolkman et al. (2013) 
also argue that language helps students 
to develop their math skills. The skill to 
comprehend passages help students to 
understand the word problems in their 
math lessons. Mathematics teachers use 
various websites to support students 
understand mathematical language and 
thereby solve the word problems. They 
argue that students who have been helped 
with their mathematical language has 
shown improvement in their math grades. 
Thus, the knowledge of mathematical 
vocabulary is vital in addition to the 
knowledge acquisition of numeracy skills. 

Online resources are, thus, excellent tools 
that help students develop their language 
and prepare them for reading, speaking, 

Figure 1: Increase in vocabulary due to online exposure 

and writing across all subjects. Figures 
1, 2, 3 and 4 are pie charts based on the 
survey conducted on parents on the use 
of internet to develop the language of 
their children. The pie chart in figure 
1: Increase in Vocabular due to Online 
Exposure illustrate the percentage of 
increase in vocabulary of students on 
exposure to online resources. 70.6% of 
the ESL students have acquired enriched 
vocabulary as a result of their reading 
using online resources. The pie chart in 
figure 2: Source to Gain Knowledge for the 
Year 2020-21 represents the percentage 
of online sources that have supported 
students to develop their speaking skills. 
While 67.6% of the students have been 
benefited by watching You Tube videos, 
only 8.8% of the students have improved 
their speaking skills by reading online 
articles. The pie charts in figure 4: 
Interpretation of Math word problems and 
figure 5: Usage of vocabulary to improve 
linguistic skills analyse the percentage of 
students who have performed better in 
other subjects because of the development 
of their language.   
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As the world is moving towards the 
internet connected age rapidly, it is 
imperative to acknowledge that the use 
of digital devices by the next generation 

Figure 2: Source to gain knowledge for the year 2020-21 

Figure3: Interpretation of Math word problems

Figure4: Usage of vocabulary to improve linguistic skills

is inevitable. However, digital media like 
TV, online content, digital dictionary, 
and other computer aided language 
stimulators and supporters are extensively 
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used only by students whose parents can 
provide such luxury. The study has not 
considered the lower strata of the society 
where digital devices are not common or 
internet connections are not available. 
Further research on alternatives for ESL 
students in remote geographical locations 
who have not yet been exposed to the 

device learning techniques is required. 
Development of language is of great 
importance as it is an important part of 
a child’s development. In addition to 
supporting individuals to express thoughts 
and solve problems, it also enables them 
to develop and maintain relationships.  
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In this era of digital dynamics, the 
inclusion of digital learning in the 
classrooms varying from using tablets 
as well as elaborate software programs 
effectively contributes to the language 
development of students. As a result, 
teachers of English need to update their 
knowledge of innovative techniques to 
meet the demand of the changing era. 

This research article attempts to 
examine the digital teaching tools for 
the development of speaking, reading, 
and writing. To examine how innovative 
language tools make every student a 
storyteller, reader, as well as writer; select 
students of the primary section in one of 
the schools of the UAE were studied. 

Laeli et al. (2020) observe that the 
development of technology has “impacted 
all human needs, including, education … 
As a result, teachers are required to have 
digital literacy to help students meet their 
needs” including teachers of English 
(312-313). 

Digitally literate teachers of English 
use the digital tools to empower ESL 
students in the learning process. Using 
various digital platforms, they provide 

opportunities for students to engage in 
acquiring the knowledge of the select 
language skills and to express the acquired 
knowledge and such skills as speaking, 
reading, and writing in real-life contexts. 

Digital Storytelling is one of the most 
effective pedagogical tools for the 
development of the speaking skills of 
the students of the primary section. It 
develops the imagination and creativity 
of students. Kucirkova et al. (2014) 
suggest that multimedia story is similar 
to the child-mother interaction during a 
story reading or story telling session. Like 
the traditional oral story telling passed 
down by family members, digital stories 
generate interest and engage the children. 
By listening to this effective multimedia 
tool, students improve their speaking 
skills. One of the teachers explained, 
“My students enjoy listening to digital 
stories. After listening to the stories, 
they engage themselves in retelling the 
story, describing the character, as well as 
repeating the dialogues.”

Technology has brought a tremendous 
change in the reading process. Educators 
have begun to use digital texts even in 
the primary classes. Students are taught 
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to read and comprehend the information 
in the digital texts. One of the teachers 
of English (primary section) considers 
the use of digital texts to be useful for 
developing the reading skills of his 
students. He explains that “reading 
digital texts have helped my students to 
improve their reading skills. They are 
able to understand and interpret the text 
easily.” Many teachers of English prefer 
introducing their students to digital texts 
because they are multimodal. It grabs the 
attention of her students with images, 
animations, videos and sounds in the 
digital texts. Thus, reading digital texts 
encourages new approaches to literacy. 
As such, it is important to familiarize 
students with the process of reading and 
comprehending digital texts to develop 
their reading skills (Laeli et al., 2020). 

Reading digital texts has helped ESL 
learners to develop their reading skills. 
However, when reading is taught to them 
in isolation, educators fail to provide 
opportunities students to integrate reading 
and writing in their language learning 
process. 

Writing can be a very complex language 
skill for ESL learners to acquire as they 
have to choose proper words, check 
spellings, and use grammatically correct 

sentences. However, the reading-writing 
integration strategy supports students to 
overcome the difficulties and improve 
their writing skills. 

Various reading-writing integrated digital 
apps have been developed to provide 
writing opportunities for ESL learners. 
These digital platforms expose them to 
a variety of writing styles. On reading 
the numerous digital texts, the readers 
learn new words, new grammatical 
sentences, and new ideas which they use 
in their writing activities. In addition to 
supporting students to improve their 
writing skills, digital apps also help 
students to be published writers at a very 
young age. 

The new digital environment has changed 
the way languages are taught and learned 
in educational institutions. With the 
help of new technologies, ESL learners 
improve their reading, speaking, and 
writing skills thereby becoming readers, 
storytellers, and writers. Nevertheless, 
ESL learners using digital platforms need 
to be aware of internet safety. As such, 
further research on preparing the digitally 
literate teachers of English for an internet 
safe environment for their ESL learners is 
required. 
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